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EDITORIAL

Hello everyone. Is it too late to say Happy New Year? Not sure, but I’ll say it anyway -Happy
New Year! Let’s hope that 2021 turns out better than 2020. Fingers crossed!

I’m sitting here with my laptop thinking “what on earth can I say?”  Nothing much happened
last year, everything cancelled, postponed, rescheduled and not much hope for some of
them this year either. One concert I have a ticket for has been rescheduled twice already. It
should now be taking place in September, so with a bit of luck and a strong wind, I might
finally get to see it. All village community events were cancelled, but we did still have the
Christmas lights and flags to cheer us up.

All those cancelled holidays too! Some friends and I should have been going on the Silk
Route last April. We’re hoping to book it again for 2022 all being well.  We were lucky
enough to manage a few days in Rome in February. Northern Italy was already in lockdown,
but the Foreign Office assured us that Rome was safe. We were a bit dubious, and one of
the group backed out, but I for one am glad we went. We had a lovely few days, taking in
all the wonderful sites and a guided tour of the Vatican, and all that lovely food and wine! 

At least, as I am typing, the snow has gone! By the time you read this it will be almost spring
and the daffodils will be out. Lockdown is so much easier when you can get out in the garden,
isn’t it? Of course, we might be out of lockdown by then, I hope, but it seems a bit doubtful
at the moment.

How have things been with you? It has been a strange situation. One we haven’t encountered
before. I know there have been some cases of Covid in the village, but I think that residents
have been brilliant at keeping safe. Mask wearing is the norm and people carefully give each
other wide berth if passing in the street. All the shops that are open have strictly followed
Covid rules – my hands have never been as clean!! The thing I dislike most about wearing
a mask is that you can’t smile at people or see them smiling at you. Also, it really muffles
voices, making conversation a bit difficult; and it can sometimes make people harder to
recognise! Necessary though!
Have you experienced the delights of Zoom yet? Not my favourite way to see people but
better than nothing. Lots of meetings are now virtual – at least you only need to look smart
from the shoulders up!

Although all community events are on hold, there are lots of people who are still working and
keeping things going. Schools are “shut” and yet teachers are still teaching keyworkers’ 
children in school and providing online lessons for those who are not. Medical staff are there
for emergencies and those long-awaited vaccinations. Staff are manning supermarkets and
essential shops. The bins are being emptied, milk delivered, and postal deliveries continue
as well as the huge increase of parcel deliveries from all the online shopping we are doing.
I even got a Christmas card from the “Hermes Girls”!

Kippax in Bloom haven’t given up (see p.19) and of course we now have Kippax Food Bank
which is organised entirely by volunteers and is providing a vital service at this time ( more
info on p.16 ).  We owe thanks to all these people, and anyone else I may have forgotten to
mention, for helping us to keep going. Also don’t forget the Book Swap, held every Friday
at 14, Brecks Lane. Exchange books you’ve finished or just take one to try. No charge!

A big thank you to everyone who contributed to this magazine. I know it hasn’t been easy to
find something to send.

Let’s hope that when the June issue is due things will have improved.
Fingers crossed.

Val Laycock
Joint Editor
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ST MARY'S CHURCH KIPPAX

Clergy:  Team Rector: Post currently vacant, however, the Revd Bob Bailey

has been appointed our new rector and is due to be with us by the

end of March. 

Team Vicar: Revd Diane Flynn - 0113 286 4607

An Introduction from Bob

Hello! We are really looking forward to being with you soon, hopefully by Palm Sunday.

Some of you will remember us from the summer when I covered for Diane (Flynn). I am very

honoured to be appointed Team Rector. I am looking forward to many things but mostly get-

ting to know you all. We are all going through a very difficult time at the moment and it is

heart-breaking to see the suffering of so many people and to have our church doors closed.

But I am encouraged to see us continue in worship, fellowship and service to our commu-

nities in whatever ways we can. I am also inspired by the hard work of our teams. It has

also been an exceptionally tough time for our PCCs and Church Wardens who have worked

tirelessly to open our buildings, only to close them again on top of providing pastoral care

during our lockdowns. We are also very grateful to Diane and Gordon (Cooper) who have

worked so hard.

I have been serving as Assistant Curate in the Elmete Trinity Benefice, Barwick, Scholes

and Thorner since 2017. I was born in Suffolk, being brought up in a small village near

Newmarket. I have had a fulfilling Curacy and enjoyed being involved with the life of

Barwick village and School (while working across all three churches).

So, blessings to you all and we are very much looking forward to seeing you in the coming

months. Stay safe and well. Be assured of our prayers as you pray for us.

Revd Bob Bailey

Covid-19: THE LATEST LOCKDOWN

Sadly, the Church will not be open for any form of Public Worship until further

notice.

Funerals may still take place but within the guidelines.

Morning Prayer will be streamed live every Tuesday at 9.30am on the Facebook

page of St Mary’s Church – Kippax 

Live streaming of Weekly Worship and Daily Payer 

(on the Facebook page St Mary’s Church - Swillington):

Sunday Worship 10.30am and 6.00pm

Morning Prayer 9.30am Monday to Thursday and 11.30am Saturday

Mid-Day Prayer: 12.15pm Monday to Thursday

Evening Prayer: 5.00pm Monday to Thursday (6.30pm on Wednesdays)

Please follow us on our Website at stmarykippax.org.uk and Facebook Page St Mary

Church – Kippax, for news and updates. 
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HELLO FROM YOUR KPC CHAIR
Council Tax Precept

It was a unanimous decision at our January meeting not to increase the Parish Precept this

year.

We have still budgeted for events including a Gala, Scarecrow trail and Christmas lights.

Other new projects are also in the pipeline so look out for details as they progress.

The refurbishment of Kippax Meadows flower beds have all now been completed with the

surrounding paths been resurfaced and an information board installed explaining the four

sensory flower beds.

Food Bank

The response has been amazing to our request for food and financial donations for the food

bank we set up with plenty of volunteers also coming forward.

At the time of writing this article, the food bank provided food for 133 people the previous

Saturday.

New Parish Councillor

Hopefully by the time of publication KPC will have co-opted a new parish councillor, to fill

the vacancy, so we will be back up to 16 Councillors.

New Clerk

Debi Meir has settled in now as our new Clerk and KPC are getting all the required policies

up to date.

Thanks to Cllr Michaella Biscomb who stepped in as temporary clerk whilst we recruited a

new Clerk.

Apple Tree Lane flower beds 

Thanks to The Growing Zone for providing new plants for John (KPC Caretaker) to plant in

the Apple Tree Lane flower beds that we have been smartening up.

Cllr Martin Eyre 

KEEP MOVING AROUND KIPPAX' GUIDE

We were delighted with the positive feedback we have received for our Keep Moving

Around Kippax Guide, filled with lots of ideas on how to keep active in our local communi-

ty, including fitness facilities and walking routes. Thank you to the Local Care Partnership

for funding the project, councillors for putting the booklet together and the volunteers who

braved the cold and delivered them around the village to every household.

If you didn't receive a guide, please let us know as we have some spare - a digital version

is also available on the Kippax Parish Council website - www.kippax-pc.gov.uk.

It has been brought to our attention on the 'Walking Route: Kippax to Garforth Circular

Route', an error has been made directing walks through a private field. The following revi-

sions should be noted for bullet point 6 and 7:

• Turn right, to join Selby Road A63

• Turn left onto Selby road following the narrow pavement until you reach    

Garforth Garden Centre.

Next year, we hope to work on a new guide featuring extended walks for the more ambi-

tious and seasoned ramblers. If you have any walking routes or suggestions you would like

to submit for consideration, please contact magazine@kippax-pc.gov.uk.
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KIPPAX DRAMATIC SOCIETY

At the moment there is very little for us to report.  We presented a short

‘comedy of errors’ on YouTube in November which seemed to go down

very well.  It was actually viewed by a lot more people than our usual 4

night run would have reached – not that that’s much consolation!  We like

to see and hear our audiences. Our group continues to meet regularly via

Zoom with the usual mixture of readings, anecdotes and quizzes.  At our

next meeting we are trying something new; a whodunit with a difference.

This is something of an experiment so it will be interesting to see if it works

(but there’s no two-course supper involved unfortunately!)

In the meantime, please be assured that the moment it is safe to do so, we

will back in the Church Hall bringing live theatre to the people of Kippax.

The photo shows the cast members of our November YouTube production

‘Practice makes Purfect’.
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MY EARLY YEARS - Barbara Gough (nee Phipps)

I was born in 1943 at the house of my grandparents (Mr and Mrs Henshaw) in Westfield

Lane, Kippax.  My father was in the army and drove a tank in the D-day invasions.  

I was delivered by the local midwife Polly Barrett and attended by the only doctor in the village,

Dr Brown (the other two doctors had been called up for war service).

Life was not easy for anybody and food was rationed.  Grandad had a large garden and

grew all his own vegetables and kept a pig so we were luckier than most.  

When I was about 2 my father was very badly wounded, he developed gas gangrene and

had his leg amputated above the knee.  He was fitted with an artificial leg and made the

best of his life.  He returned to run his fish and poultry business in Castleford market and

we moved out of the area.

We returned to live in Kippax when I was 16 and my sister, Diane 12.  It was like returning

home and I consider my childhood to have been very privileged.
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SUE McGUIGAN
Sue is retiring from Kippax Library at the end of March after nearly 25 years of working for
Leeds City Council.  Everyone, colleagues and customers over the years, would like to wish
her well for the future.

Sue is known to many in the village and surrounding areas and shouldn’t leave without her
service to the community being acknowledged. She will be greatly missed and the library
will not be the same without her.

Thank you, Sue!  Enjoy your retirement (and your role as Grandma!)! 

You won’t be forgotten. 

CROWNING GLORY by Chris Porter

“What a lucky little girl, her hair's so curly
Long and blond, so pretty and girly
Doesn't she look a lot like Shirley?”

Temple, that is.
I never liked my hair.

Having it all cut short before starting school, I was thrilled to bits
Only later discovering my mother was scared I'd get nits!

The daily torture of brush and comb was still cause for dread
Why oh why wasn't there straight hair on my head?

I never liked my hair

In my teens, the backcombed, bouffant years just passed me by
And as for a sleek mod bob – well, pigs might fly!

Sleeping in rollers the size of mugs, ignoring the pain
Newly tamed locks still turned to frizz when I went out in the rain

I never liked my hair.

I thought my day had come with the advent of the hippy scene
At last, long, wild curls made my friends envious, green

Unfortunately, my boss took quite a different view
“A professional woman should NOT have a hairstyle like you”

I never liked my hair.

I didn't win the battle so in later years gave up the fight
Given a good cut, my curly hair usually looks all right

I've almost learned to love it, but not quite
Because you see, now it's not just curly, it's white!

Life can be so unfair.
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JOHN URWIN - 18/01/2021

A man who spent all his life in the service of others, father, teacher, Head teacher working

in inner city schools of Leeds, member of KIB, but I know him from mainly from being a

member of the Kippax Neighbourhood Plan. 

A man whom without whose help the KNP would not have been completed. He was 

co- chairman of the group and made sure that all the information was collated and in the

right place. His calming influence and methodical mind ensured that we always knew where

we were and what we still had to do. 

When it came down to the final push, John kept me going and enabled the plan to become

a part of planning for Leeds.

He stayed to the end and for that I will be eternally grateful. He will be missed not just by

his family, but all those whose life he touched even for a moment.

Francis Kelly

KNP Treasurer

THANKS TO PAUL

We are sorry to see Paul Spivey leave Kippax Parish Council as a result of ill health.      

He became a councillor in 2006 and later was elected Vice Chair for approx. six years.  

He served on the Carnival committee for some years and happily provided a Beautiful

Limousine for the Carnival King and Queen to make their entrance. 

He also joined the KVA (Kippax Village Action) group and many of we “older and wiser”?

residents will remember him driving the mini bus when we went on trips out and ended up

having fish and chips in Wetherby by the river, or indeed went on tours of local villages to

enjoy the various Christmas Lights and decorations.

Being a big lad, he was very useful with erecting tents and fetching and carrying, and was

always to be seen at the front of the parade marching to the Cenotaph on Remembrance

Sunday.   You will be missed.       Joy and Jack and friends.

YOUR COMMENTS
e-scooters

In recent weeks I've twice encountered e-scooters being used on the pavements around

Kippax. Would you please remind residents that it is illegal to use privately owned e-scooters in

public areas. The only e-scooters that can be used in public areas are rental e-scooters in

those areas that are part of the Government's trial; Leeds is not one of the trial areas.

Kippax is blessed with a good supply of pavements and footpaths which are an important

resource, particularly for the elderly, disabled, wheelchair and buggy users, and those with

small children. It would be a great shame if a few inconsiderate folk spoil it for the rest of

us.

Regards,

Jean
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