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EDITORIAL. 
Hi everyone! Well, where shall I start? I am writing this whilst we are still in Lockdown, so
maybe things will have changed somewhat by the time you read it, but I suspect that we are
unlikely to be back to ‘normal’ whatever that is, for a while yet. We have never experienced
anything quite like this before.  I haven’t seen my grandchildren for almost three months up
to now and am missing them so much. There will be lost of hugs and kisses when allowed!

This issue of Kippax Matters may seem a little different. There are no publicised events, but
instead a few notices of cancellations. The planned Commemoration of VE Day has been
postponed and there is information about this in the centre pages, along with a few photos
of how some Kippisers celebrated anyway (socially distanced of course!)

Some contributors were able to send us articles though, the Art Club, the Gardening page,
Knit and Natter, the Amateur Dramatic Group are all there for your enjoyment. Regulars
such as Alec Shelbrooke and our Ward Councillors are also included. Information about
church services, the Community Hub and Kippax in Bloom are there as well. Plus, a walk
with map. There is also an introduction to our new KPC Chair – Cllr Martin Eyre, whom many
of you will already know.

I think Kippax has embraced the difficult time and done its collective best to make things
work. The vast majority of people have adhered to the social distancing rules but still being
friendly and greeting each other whilst weaving around so as not to get too close. Many peo-
ple have taken up cycling as well as walking for that essential exercise! I don’t think the
canine residents of Kippax have ever had so many walks! We are very lucky in Kippax to
have so much beautiful countryside around us, finding somewhere nice to walk is never 
difficult what with The Lines, Billy Wood, Owl Wood, Roach Hills and even Fairburn and 
St. Aiden’s if you’re fit enough to walk that far. There is circular walk in this magazine which
starts and ends in Brecks Lane.

Both the Co-op and Sainsburys have introduced measures to keep us safe. Shops in the
High Street have organised free deliveries – Flintoft’s Butchers, Tasty Bites, Torvills and
Pat’s Sweets to name a few. Woodend Nurseries delivered and also the Urban Pet Store in
Garforth. Abbey Vets in the village were able to arrange home visits.  Garforth Elders
Neighbourhood Team (NET) organised volunteers to help whoever needed it and of course
Kippax Parish Council have been available for anyone needing help.
None of this would have been possible without the wonderful staff and volunteers going to
work every day in spite of the worry of infection. A really big Thank You from everyone in
the village! We couldn’t have managed without you. Thanks also to our refuse collectors, 
delivery drivers, bus drivers and everyone who has carried on working for us.

Not forgetting, of course, the doctors, nurses, carers and all hospital, pharmacy and care
home workers who have worked extremely hard for us in so many ways. The Thursday night
Clap has shown our appreciation and for many of us is the only way we can say Thank You.

Many thanks are also owed to the army of parents who are now home schooling, as well as
working from home in lots of cases and the teachers still in schools looking after some of
our children.
Community spirit has definitely flourished during this time. We have always had it, but it
seems to be increasing daily. 
You can see some of the things people are doing on p.9
I sincerely hope that we will be almost back to normal (new normal?) when the September
issue is due. Let’s all keep our fingers crossed!

Stay safe!

Val Laycock

Joint Editor
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WORKING TO SUPPORT THE ELDERLY AND VULNERABLE-
GARFORTH NET

Garforth NET is a registered charity, one of a network of teams across Leeds who exist to
support the elderly with the support of Leeds Council. Additional support is also needed in
order that NET can continue supporting the over 60s and their carers in our area. 

Our local NET covers 46 square miles and includes Kippax as well as 11 other local 
villages including Garforth, Allerton Bywater, Swillington etc.

Prior to lockdown NET provided a range of activities including lunch clubs, craft activities
and support from Dover Street and outlying centres such as Cross Hills, Mount Pleasant
and Kippax Hub.

What is Garforth NET doing now?

Teams of volunteers keep in touch with clients by phone call. Only Monica Walker the
Manager is still working in isolation at Dover Street to coordinate the operation. All other
staff members are working from home. In Kippax we identified a team of additional 
volunteers who have been supporting an additional 50 plus people with a friendly phone
call. Additional volunteers have collected prescriptions etc. As a result of the pandemic
NET is now also supporting other individuals and families who are shielding.

Clients are supplied with food if they have no family members to collect it for them.
Kippax Coop, Sainsbury’s Tesco Lidl and other stores are contributing food. There is a
food collection point in the Kippax Coop. The food is delivered to households by Garforth
Lions and other volunteers.

NET is now supporting not only their own clients but hundreds wo have been referred
through the LCC helpline. NET have supported around 600 families in the Kippax area
alone.

Thanks to Kippax Parish Council but donations still needed!
Monica said “Many thanks to Kippax Parish Council for their generous donation which
has helped greatly. However, the funds are still running low as so many people are being
helped!”  All donations are welcome 

Donation by cheque can be made to NET Garforth and posted to NET Dover Street
Garforth Leeds LS25 2LP

Donation by BACS to Barclays Bank Sort Code 20-48-42,  
Account number 23920747             
Account name Neighbourhood Elders Team

Many thanks to Monica and all the staff and volunteers!

N.B. Emergency referrals should go through the Leeds City Council emergency helpline
01133781877. They prioritise and then forward referrals on to Monica who is coordinating
response across our area. 
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HELLO FROM EVERYONE HERE AT KIPPAX COMMUNITY HUB
As you will be aware, like the majority of other businesses, we had to temporarily close our
doors in March due to COVID-19. We would like to thank all of our customers for the 
continued support and very much look forward to when we can meet you all again for a
friendly hello! 

We really hope that everyone is keeping as safe and well as you can be in these changing
times. For those of you who need to access drop-in services usually available at the Hub,
Leeds City Council are continuing to provide services via telephone and email. Please don’t
be at home worrying, just contact us. For general enquiries, answers to most queries can
be found on our website www.leeds.gov.uk 

If you want help with your C.V. or assistance from Leeds City Council Jobshop they are still
working and available to help their email address is jobshops@leeds.gov.uk.

Did you know that we have a dedicated Coronavirus Helpline for those needing assistance?
This service can arrange emergency food parcels, volunteer and service matching for pre-
scriptions/dog walking/shopping and befriending. If you’re struggling, please don’t suffer
alone call us on 0113 3781877. 

For those with access to a computer, smartphone, eBook or tablet, you can still access
Library Services through the Leeds Libraries website and download a number of resources
free of charge www.leeds.gov.uk/leisure/libraries 

Please be aware the information in this article was written a month before the magazine was
distributed throughout Kippax therefore services may have been adapted due to any
changes in the Corona Virus current situation. 

Follow us on Social Media for updates on the services provided at the Hub:

Twitter @LCCKippaxHub

Kippax Community Hub on Facebook 

Best wishes from all of us at Kippax Community Hub

Useful Numbers: 

• Adult Social Care: 0113 2224401

• Anti-Social Behaviour including noise from homes: 0113 2224402

• Housing Leeds: 0800 188 4000 (free from a landline)

• Housing Leeds: 0113 3760410 (alternative local rate number)

• Choice Based Lettings: 0113 2224413

• Children and Young People Social Care: 0113 2224403

• Council tax and benefits including Housing Benefit and Council Tax Benefit, bene

fit fraud and free school meals: 0113 2224404

• Customer Relations including customer feedback, compliments and complaints: 

0113 2224405

• Environmental Services including collecting rubbish, recycling, industrial noise, 

pest control, cutting grass, removing needles and removing graffiti: 0113 2224406

• Highways including street lighting and street cleaning:

0113 2224407

• Registrars including births, deaths, marriages and ceremonies: 0113 2224408

• Planning: 0113 2224409

• Disabled parking badges and bus passes: 0113 2224444
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• Leeds Housing Options: 0113 2224412

• Parking Services: 0113 37 85000

• Textphone for Deaf and Hard of Hearing people: 0113 2224410

Out-of-hours emergency phone numbers

• Council house repairs: 0800 188 4000 (free from a landline)

0113 3760410 (alternative local rate number)

• Social Care and homelessness: 0113 2409536
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My Version of What Life is this.....
How strange this life, where we can't share

When Covid 19 fills the air. 
No more into the shops to browse 
No looking for next season's blouse. 
No more to catch the bus to Cas 

Where folk are banned from groups en masse. 
No queues to board your budget flight 
Sky full of clouds, not contrails white. 
No meeting friends, planned or chance 
Six feet apart, so keep your distance. 

We must all follow the Government's plan
To beat this scourge that's killing Man. 

We must support the NHS 
So they can save us all. God Bless.

Laura De-Lucchi
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Making sure to socially

distance!
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THE VETERANS CHARITY
Well this is the first time for me writing in this publication so I’d better tell you about myself.
My name is Matt Osman and I am one of your Parish Councillors. I joined the council about
six months ago. I live in Kippax and have done for the last 17 years. My family also live
locally.

My background is in the military, law enforcement and private contractors’ area.
I have been asked to write about a project very close to my heart which is a charity called
The Veterans Charity (http://www.veteranscharity.org.uk)
This small charity has been around for 12 years now having become a registered charity
on 11th March 2008 and I have been a volunteer for the past couple of years.

The charity’s main focus is to assist veterans of any age, military branch or length of service with
immediate needs, support for essentials such as food shopping, clothing, prepayment
gas/electricity, mobile phones/credit and household items. The charity is known as the
Rapid Reaction Force as it operates without unnecessary red tape.

We have a small office in Barnstaple which is run by our C.E.O Danny Greeno who is our
only paid full time worker. Our Trustees include General (rtd) Sir Robert Pascoe KCB MBE
and Lt Col (rtd) Vaughan Kent-Payne.

All our money raised goes straight back into helping veterans. Our procedure is - a veteran will
fill out our online Support Request Form or gets referred by a partner agency. They are then
contacted and their needs assessed. If we can help, one of our four Trustee are contacted
to authorise support. 

We do not send money to beneficiaries as it may not be put to best use so instead, we use
a wide range of suppliers who will take our order and deliver the items directly to the 
beneficiary.

In the current crisis, the charity has had to adapt the way it provides support and is using
its volunteers to complete supermarket shopping which is then delivered in accordance with
social distancing guidelines.

Last year, 2019, we dealt with 480 cases and this year so far, we have dealt with 197 cases.
Demand for our help is rising sharply and we have seen an increase of 48% compared to
the same period last year.

We have a client base from every armed service ranging from young lads fresh back from
Afghanistan back to second world war veterans. These clients can suffer from no issues but
just needing help with food due to changes in circumstances, to those suffering with severe
mental health issues and homelessness. 

The charity receives hundreds of referrals from other organisations and charities who need
us to deliver immediate needs support to ensure that our beneficiaries are sorted for a few
weeks whilst the other agencies put longer term support in place.

As a small charity we have a huge heart and will help for as long as we can.

Should anyone wish to donate or find out more, please visit
WWW.VETERANSCHARITY.ORG.UK

Matt 
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ST MARY'S CHURCH KIPPAX
Clergy:  Team Rector - Post vacant following the retirement of the Revd. Canon 

Rosemarie Hayes on 21 March 2020.

Revd Diane Flynn - 0113 286 4607 (Team Vicar).

During the Lockdown the church and all church buildings are to remain closed for all 
services and activities. 

However, there is live streaming of Weekly Worship (on St Mary’s Church - 
Swillington Facebook page): 
Sunday Worship 10.30am
Daily Prayer (Monday to Thursday) 9.30am, 12 noon and 5pm

******
You can also follow us on Facebook: 
St Mary the Less - Allerton Bywater
St Mary's Church - Kippax
St Mary's Church - Swillington
*******************************************************************************************************

KIPPAX IN BLOOM 
It seems very strange writing, of course, in these most unusual of circumstances, when the
condition of plants, bushes and trees is inevitably furthest from our thoughts. One hopes
sincerely that by the time you read this, the light at the end of the tunnel is much brighter
than it has been for some time. Whilst the circumstances are most unusual, they are of
course, for us Bloomers, very frustrating. This year there is no Yorkshire in Bloom nor
Britain in Bloom competitions as both have been quite rightly cancelled. 
However, no-one seems to have told Mother Nature so that all of that winter and spring
growth including weeds and overgrown bushes and trees has carried on apace. Luckily for
us all, our fantastic volunteers have continued some work around Kippax while adhering to
the rules of social distancing, avoiding group meetings and keeping all tools safely cleaned.
Individual volunteers have carried out some tasks suitable for one person in smaller areas
and 2 in larger areas such as weeding and cutting grass. We’d like to say a big thank you to 2
fab local residents, Maggie and Charlie who’ve seen our struggles to keep up to everything
and have stepped in to give us a hand. However, keeping safe and protecting front line
workers has been the watchword. 
We are pleased to tell you that we've just had confirmation that the Co-op Local Community
Fund have made the 1st payment to us so the planning of our Dementia Friendly Garden
can continue. Thank you to them and all the shoppers at the Co-op who've supported us.
When you read this our wonderful Spring displays will have died off. We would then normally
have started planting up our summer displays at the end of May, but these are not normal
times and the supply of summer bedding plants is not going to be available as per our
orders. As always, we will strive to do our best to plant up as we usually do and hopefully
you will see lots of colour in Summer around Kippax thanks to our volunteers. 
We thank Jonny and Marie at Woodend Nursery, the staff at The Arium, LCC Parks and
Countryside and The Locality Team who are continuing with their support and help in these
difficult times. We are also very grateful to our Parish Council and our 3 local Ward
Councillors for their continued support. 
In the meantime, can villagers continue to support KIB by looking after your gardens as you
have done in recent years and maybe also look after a bed local to your house. There are
still opportunities to sponsor areas around our community so if you can help us in any way
please 
contact Pat at psamykib@aol.com or tel. 0113 2862283.  
Our webpage is kippaxinbloom.com

In the meantime, please Keep Safe.
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A CIRCULAR WALK FROM KIPPAX TO GARFORTH.
This walk starts on Brecks Lane but it be started anywhere on Leeds Road.
There are no stiles but one steep hill, there is chance for a coffee stop and toilets half way.
The walk
Start on Brecks Lane (if you need to park please park carefully) and walk away from Leeds
Road and walk along the farm track, passing Swallow Hall Farm on your left (at present a
farm shop) go down the track to reach a crossroads of paths, turn right and follow this track
for a pleasant easy walk, going under a unused railway bridge. Then when you reach the
second bridge keep walking straight on the now tarmac path.
The path then reaches a main road, cross carefully and TURN RIGHT walking towards the
fire station on the left. Just before you reach the fire station turn left, with the Head Injuries
unit now on your right.
Go on and climb straight up the hill between the houses on a tarmac path, keep pausing to
admire the view (or get your breath!).
When you reach a track, turn left, after 10 paces and after passing a water tower, turn right
into the field. Keep the hedge on your right and follow it to the corner then bare left and fol-
low the edge of the quarry till you reach a farm track, Green Lane. TURN RIGHT
Stay on this track, cross the mini railway tracks, and you will have the Outdoor Shop on your
left, keep walking and you will have Strikes Market Garden on your left. This is your chance
for toilets and coffee.
Return to the exit road for Strikes and cross the busy road and reach the public footpath
sign pointing towards a farm track. Stay on this farm track, as it meanders through a field,
then a rabbit warren. The track narrows and can be rough underfoot so take care. Look to
the right for some lovely views of Kippax and beyond to the Pennines.
Follow the track, then cross a field to enter a wood. The path is obvious and leads through
the wood to the new housing estate. Again, follow this straight down through the houses till
you reach a ‘ginnel’ (or passage to us non-Leeds people) into Baildon Close. Leave the 
cul de sac and turn right, then left you should then see in front to your right Gibson Lane
Doctors surgery. At the surgery turn right, then at the T junction turn right again. You are
now on Leeds Road. Follow this passed the Moorgate Pub on your right, then the shops,
up the slight incline till you reach Brecks Lane which is on your left.
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