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EDITORIAL. 
Hello, here we are again bringing you news and something to read whilst keeping safe.
I find it quite unnerving when I go shopping (very rarely) as I cannot recognise anyone with
their masks on, so if I ignore you just give me a nudge, with your elbow of course! 

Did anyone see or perhaps take a photo of a swan on Gibson Lane?  Yes, I did say SWAN.
It came zooming down and crashed on the road near the allotments, perhaps the wet road
was shining like a lake?? It hurt its leg but was able to be shooed off the road just in time
before a bus came down (the road I mean!) As this was quite a few weeks ago, I was 
wondering what happened next?

On another subject, I would like to draw your attention to the fact that Kippax now has three
defibrillators. These fantastic machines which save lives are to be found, outside the Hub
(library) on Westfield Lane, on the wall right hand side.  In a telephone type kiosk near
Kippax North Primary School, Brexdale Avenue, off Leeds Road. The third is at Kippax
Welfare Sports and Social Club, Longdike Lane. These marvellous machines save lives and
I am given to understand that they have instructions on how to apply them. Every second is
vital and apparently you cannot make the person’s condition any worse.  If you know of any
others please let me know.

I cannot comment on the contents of this issue this time, as to be honest I have not seen
them yet. All the Parish Council meetings are ‘virtual’ so they are via the computer. It is difficult
to look at a stack of articles that way. I personally don’t like meetings being like this, but if
that is the least of my worries with all these restrictions, then I am lucky.
If you have any interesting stories or photos of what you have all been up to, during these
frustrating or inventive months please share them with us. (we could do with a laugh!!)

Best Wishes for happier times.
Joy Bate.   
(An Editor)        2866814.  J2bate@outlook.com 
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WELCOME AGAIN FROM YOUR KPC CHAIR
Hopefully when this edition is delivered to your homes KPC will be back to having meetings

at Valley Ridge Community Centre instead of holding virtual Zoom meetings which we have

been having due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Any member of the public can come to our meetings and speak at the Public Forum sessions

which are at the start of the procedures. Details are available on the KPC website.  

It’s great to see all the High Street shops back open again with lots of people using them.

Hopefully the approved schemes to resurface the car parks and additional street signage

will start soon.

Ideas would be welcome regarding what designs would depict Kippax that could be 

incorporated in a new display / sculpture on Crosshills Roundabout to enhance the

approach to the High Street.  

It was a difficult decision to postpone the KPC Village Gala which we planned to have in

August, but it will be back on next year’s list of proposed events bigger and better than

before.

KPC have ordered picnic benches to be situated next to Brigshaw Lane tennis courts and

the outdoor gym. Hopefully these will be in place soon for everyone to use during the summer.

Kippax in bloom supported by KPC have continued with their much appreciated work helping to

enhance the village with their colourful displays and maintaining the many planted areas

around the village.

Regards

Cllr Martin Eyre
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ST MARY'S CHURCH KIPPAX
Clergy:      Team Rector - Post vacant following the retirement of the Revd. Canon 

Rosemarie Hayes on 21 March 2020.

Revd Diane Flynn - 0113 286 4607 (Team Vicar).

As of 28 July 2020, the church and all church buildings are to remain closed for all for our
regular services. 

We have, however, tentatively begun public worship in the church during the week around
our times of private prayer. Our online offering is well established and will continue. So,
whether you join us in our beautiful building or online, we worship together a God beyond
time, place, culture or even a dodgy internet connection. Please do think carefully about the
risk to yourself and remember to keep to the 2m social distancing, sanitise your hands on
entering and leaving and not to linger socialising - however tempting!

The church is open every Tuesday 9.30am – 11.30am for Private Prayer with Morning
Prayer at 9.30am.

As the mandatory wearing of face masks in shops and other enclosed spaces has
come into force, the Church of England strongly advises that face coverings should
be worn by all those attending a place of worship, including ministers, worshippers,
staff, volunteers, contractors and visitors, where there may be other people present;
remembering that they are mainly intended to protect other people, not the wearer,
from coronavirus COVID-19 and that they are not a replacement for physical 
distancing and regular hand washing.

There are some exemptions. Please click on the link to the full guidance from the church
which contains useful information about exemptions and how to wear and store a mask
safely.
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-
07///COVID%2019%20advice%20on%20face%20coverings%20v1.0.pdf

There is live streaming of Weekly Worship (on St Mary’s Church - Swillington
Facebook page): 
Sunday Worship 10.30am
Morning Prayer: Monday – Wednesday, 9.30am & Saturday at 11.30am.
Evening Prayer: Monday – Thursday, 6.30pm.

For queries please speak to the Church Wardens:

Mrs Janet Holland - 23 Whitehouse Crescent, Great Preston, Leeds LS26 8BL; Telephone:
0113-286 4768 
Mr John Speller - Fiora, 4 Weetlands Close, Kippax, Leeds LS25 7PH Telephone: 0113-286
7846

******
You can also follow us on Facebook: 
St Mary the Less - Allerton Bywater
St Mary's Church - Kippax
St Mary's Church - Swillington
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HELLO FROM EVERYONE HERE AT KIPPAX COMMUNITY HUB

We really hope everyone is keeping safe & well, at the time of writing this article Kippax
Community Hub is still temporarily closed and we do not have a date for reopening.  I imagine
like all our staff during lockdown and the opening up phases you have adapted and changed
to live by the new rules on an almost daily basis.  On a positive note isn’t it amazing some of
the wonderful new skills people have been acquiring developing & improving internet skills,
cookery, walking & time where we are just simply able to appreciate the lovely things in our
own vicinity.

Currently Leeds City Council has opened 7 Hubs with limited services to keep staff and cus-
tomers safe they are 
Armley Hub 
City Centre Hub
Compton Centre Hub
Dewsbury road Hub
Headingly Hub
Reginald Centre Hub
Seacroft Hub
Leeds City Council is in the process of planning the reopening of other Community Hubs &
Libraries across the city.  For up to date information on which sites are open and the limited serv-
ices available please go to www.leeds.gov.uk & if you put Community Hubs in the search
box all that are open will be listed as well as opening times, available services & the current
safety guidelines.  We do ask if you visit one our sites please wear a mask.

For those of you who need to access drop-in services that are usually available at the Hub,
Leeds City Council are offering a limited service in the Hubs that are open which at the time
of writing this article are as follows 
•Booking telephone appointments 
•Booking PC slots using Netloan and using Self Service PC’s
•Collecting LWSS vouchers
•Requesting Trussell Trust e-vouchers
•Posting out of Council Tax bills 
•Temporary Parking Permits
•Raising repairs
•To Drop Off documents 
•To Purchase Radar Keys 
•Tenancy Termination Notices 
You can contact us via telephone & email.  General enquiries & answers to most queries
can be found on our website www.leeds.gov.uk

Want to read a book?  We now offer an Order & Collect Service.  Please note you can only
reserve and collect a book from the same site & we are operating a quarantine period of 72
hours for returned books with minimal staff contact for Covid safety measures.  You can
reserve a book on the Order & Collect service on your library app, by email 
libraryenquiries@leeds.gov.uk by telephone 0113 3785005 or by visiting
www.leeds.gov.uk/leisure/libraries., 

You can still access Library Services through the Leeds Libraries website a number of new
downloads &  resources are now available free of charge why not take a look there is help,
reserve a book, download an e book or e magazine visit www.leeds.gov.uk/leisure/libraries. 
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Public Computers at open sites are available to use but they have to be booked via email,
libraryenquiries@leeds.gov.uk , telephone 0113 3785005, online
www.leeds.gov.uk/leisure/libraries via their account or by a member of staff at the Hub you
visit.  Booking times are 45 mins and there are strict cleaning procedures in place for
Covid Safety.

These have been very challenging times for many with changes in many people’s 
employment status.  Leeds City Councils Jobshops are still working and available to help
with your C.V. or assistance their email address is jobshops@leeds.gov.uk. You can also
visit www.leeds.gov.uk and in the search box if you input Jobs there are links to Job
Vacancies, local job opportunities, apprenticeships, employment & skills, Interview skills &
much more.

Please be aware the information in this article was written a month before the magazine
was distributed throughout Kippax therefore services may have been adapted due to any
changes in the Corona Virus current situation. 

Follow us on Social Media for updates on the services provided at the Hub:
Twitter @LCCKippaxHub

Kippax Community Hub on Facebook

Best wishes from all of us at Kippax Community Hub

Useful Numbers:

• Adult Social Care: 0113 2224401
• Anti-Social Behaviour including noise from homes: 0113 2224402
• Housing Leeds: 0800 188 4000 (free from a landline)
• Housing Leeds: 0113 3760410 (alternative local rate number)
• Choice Based Lettings: 0113 2224413
• Children and Young People Social Care: 0113 2224403
• Council tax and benefits including Housing Benefit and Council Tax Benefit, 

benefit fraud and free school meals: 0113 2224404
• Customer Relations including customer feedback, compliments and complaints: 

0113 2224405
• Environmental Services including collecting rubbish, recycling, industrial noise, 

pest control, cutting grass, removing needles and removing graffiti: 0113 2224406
• Highways including street lighting and street cleaning:

0113 2224407
• Registrars including births, deaths, marriages and ceremonies: 0113 2224408
• Planning: 0113 2224409
• Disabled parking badges and bus passes: 0113 2224444
• Leeds Housing Options: 0113 2224412
• Parking Services: 0113 37 85000
• Textphone for Deaf and Hard of Hearing people: 0113 2224410

Out-of-hours emergency phone numbers

• Council house repairs: 0800 188 4000 (free from a landline)
0113 3760410 (alternative local rate number)

• Social Care and homelessness: 0113 2409536
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KIPPAX IN BLOOM 
It seems strange to be starting a piece about KIB without the group being the centre of
attention. However, whilst the Bloomers had been continuing as usual, another momentous
occasion grabbed the local headlines – the disappearance of the ‘magnificent’ cottage. It
seemed quite remarkable that a very old and disused toilet block should become an icon of
Kippax’ local and archaeological history!!  And how the Chinese Whispers flew on social
media. The Parish Council were blamed, Local Councillors were blamed, Leeds City
Council was vilified. And of course, none of these groups had anything to do with the 
demolition. A member of the public had registered a concern back in January that the rear
of the toilet block was unsafe – which of course it was. It was after all a very derelict toilet
block, very run-down and falling apart, whose appearance had been ‘rescued’ by the 
In-Bloom team creating 2 cottage garden area's  in front of it and adding window boxes,
while the whole frontage had been given a lease of life by Kippax Art Group’s frontispiece
of a cottage.
Nonetheless, it remained a derelict building in danger of falling down. Consequently, the
owners took the decision to demolish it for safety reasons. What many did not realise is that
the building and surrounding land is privately owned!! The one real regret is that the owners did
not give us notice in order to save the plants from the garden to be replanted elsewhere in
Kippax nor to be able to remove the very attractive art work.

Meanwhile the KIB volunteers continued to do
their best throughout the period of lockdown. 
Of course, it has been more difficult while 
maintaining personal distance but weeding, 
(lots and lots of it) pruning, cutting back trees
and bushes, grass cutting and general labouring
carried on apace. Thus, summer planting this
year is limited to providing colour to the various
tubs around the village. Hopefully, by the time
you read this, you will have enjoyed colourful
flower displays in a still attractive village.
As I write, I am reminded that today is
International Friendship Day. It is true to say 
that over the years since Kippax in Bloom 
originated, many friendships have been 
fostered and developed. The Sunday 
gatherings of volunteers, out in all weathers, will
clearly show the togetherness and support for
one another, without which our success would
not be possible. These days, that is further sup-
ported by appreciative villagers passing by with a word of thanks. Together, they all result
in colourful floral displays which enhance our environment. It is also now increasingly 
recognised that gardening has a therapeutic quality; hence Bloomers are so well-balanced!!

We are pleased to have continued with some of the benefits of KIB through what have
proved difficult times. As usual, however, none of this would be possible without the support
of the Parish Council, our local city ward councillors, Leeds City Council, the Arium, LCC
Parks and Countryside Department, their Locality Team and Marie and Jonny at Woodend
Nurseries. As usual, however, huge thanks go to our band of volunteers who have striven
to keep things going during this difficult pandemic.

If you feel you could offer any support in any way whatsoever, please e-mail Pat at 
psamykib@aol.com, ring her on 0113 2862283 or visit her in her sweet shop on the High
Street. Our webpage is kippaxinbloom.com

22



23



24



25



26



27

KIPPAX AMATEUR DRAMATICS
At the time of writing – end of July – it is looking increasingly unlikely that our society is
going to be able to stage any kind of performance in the Church Hall in November, as the
Covid19 pandemic has yet to be brought under control.

However, our group has been having regular Zoom meetings, entertaining ourselves (and
keeping in practice!) with monologues and excerpts from plays etc., always rounding off the
meeting with a quiz.

We do miss our audiences though and so, utilising the wonders of modern technology, we
are intending to present a specially written production lasting approximately one hour that
will be accessible, essentially for our usual audience but also to anyone in Kippax  who
might like to view it, on the YouTube channel (further details on how to access this will be
found nearer the time on our website www.kippaxdramaticsociety.co.uk).  We do realise
that YouTube is a world-wide platform so we could reach a world-wide audience but you will
be amongst the first to see it!!

The production is to be premiered on YouTube on Wednesday 18 November at 7.30 p.m.
which would have been the first night of our Autumn production. If you can't make that then
don't worry as it will be available to view after that date either on YouTube or on our web-
site. 

Further updates will be given on our website and Facebook and we hope that many of our
patrons will be able join us.
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CALENDAR NEWS

Look out for your 2021 calendar arriving in early 

Autumn, with photos contributed by local people
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A linear walk from Kippax to Temple Newsam Woods on

Bullerthorpe Lane.
Note:
This is a linear walk, with no comfort stop.
However, when reaching the woods, you could walk on to the house and farm, for coffee
and toilets, OR turn right and walk to Colton retail park where there are several outlets
including McDonalds.

The Walk
Start in Brecks Lane (parking carefully) and head towards the farm road. Pass Swallow Hall
Farm, there is a lovely farm shop operating at the moment.
The farm shop has been a great support for a lot of Kippax residents during lockdown and
after. The regular supply of eggs and flour, as well as fruit and vegetables was invaluable
when the weather was hot (remember those days) for drinks or ice-creams.
More over the local residents were treated to the ‘Beaky Blinders’, these were 4 young male
peacocks who insisted on roaming in the area, making sure we didn’t sleep in.
I thought, that despite some complaints, they lightened the mood of the lockdown and gave
the children, especially, something unusual and interesting to look and talk about.

When reaching a crossroads of tracks go straight ahead down the hill to the beck. Carry on
straight ahead up a slope, with Brecks Wood on your right. (fantastic when the bluebells are out).

Carry on straight ahead up to Brecks Farm.
The farm used to belong to the Swillington Hall estate. The estate owned a large area of

land and farms. The house was demolished in 1952 due to subsidence from coal mining. It
was sold in 1920 to a colliery company, who changed it into flats for the miners.
It was a lovely house and one of the gatekeeper’s cottage can still be seen along Wakefield
road.                                                                                   
With the farm and houses on your left, carry on along the farm road till you reach Wakefield
Road. 

Turn left onto the footpath and walk a short way along till you see the road opposite, cross
with care. After a short walk down this lane look out for a footpath sign on your left.
Do not cross the stile but take the obvious path to its right.

Follow this with a field on your right. Hidden on your left is an old Quarry. 
This quarry is a result of the Swillington brickworks built by George Armitage who had a
history of making bricks in the area since 1824.Initially it was built to produce 30,000 bricks
in a day, and until 2007 it was producing a half a million a week. After several changes in
ownership and the housing slump, it closed in October 2007.

The path takes a right turn but stick with the obvious route, with no deviations. You will finally
reach Swillington Lane, with some kennel type buildings on your left. 
Cross the road carefully to enter a yard with dwellings and sheds. 
The path through the buildings is obvious, continue to follow the path, the noise of the
motorway will become obvious.

Cross the bridge over the motorway and stay with the path heading towards the woods in
front of you. The noise of the traffic prevents any conversation!
Cross Bullerthorpe Lane carefully and you have reached your destination. There are many
paths leading from here if you wish to make the walk longer. You can aim for the House or
explore the woods.

Reverse these instructions to get back.

Please be careful when crossing the roads, as cars seem to drive far too fast.
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