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KIPPAX BOWLING CLUB
Members of Kippax Bowling Club were delighted to welcome Cllrs Eyre, Richardson and
Purcell to their green on Brigshaw Lane recently.  

The trio met a number of members to discuss the club, the benefits of bowling and the
future plans for the club.  After a quick tour of the facilities, they were keen to get on the
green to give it a try.  After learning the basics, there was no stopping them.  

Kippax Crown Green Bowling club was established in the village in 1928.  Located adja-
cent to the recently refurbished tennis courts, we welcome new members of any age or
ability to join our friendly club.  You may wish to bowl socially or join one of our successful
teams.  We are pleased to say that we have recently welcomed a number of new mem-
bers; many of which are taking up bowling for the first time.   

Whilst the 2021 season has drawn to a close, the green will re-open in April 2022. This
will be a great opportunity to kick off those winter blues and get out in the sunshine.  It is
a great way of meeting new people, socialising and getting fitter.

If you are interested in trying bowls, please contact us at kippaxbowlingclub@gmail.com.
We are on Facebook (Kippax Bowling Club) and twitter (@kippaxbowling) too.

Kippax Bowling Club thank Kippax Parish Council for their continued support of the club.



EDITORIAL
Well, here we are – Christmas is just round the corner again! Where on earth
has 2021 gone? I don’t know about you, but to me it seems to have sped by!
Surprising, considering that not much has been happening until very recently.
Admittedly, some things have started up but even so, I have tickets to shows
that were booked in 2019 for the following year, that have been rescheduled
twice – one to December 2022.

Local activities are getting going again though. The W.I. has had a couple of meetings and
have had a trip and planned a Christmas party. The Garforth and Kippax U3A has held face
to face meetings instead of zoom ones and have begun to organise visits. By the time you
read this, churches will have opened again and the Community Hub will have resumed normal
opening hours and many of the activities that happen there. 
Some groups though have continued throughout. I am thinking of Kippax in Bloom, for
example, who have managed to keep the village looking lovely in spite of everything. 
Congratulations to you, I really admire you all! I sometimes have an inkling to join them, but
then I remember I have a good book to read or that my own garden is need of some work,
so the feeling passes. (I think the word you are looking for is lazy?  Perhaps!) 
Maybe in the summer?

Thanks also to the very talented Chris Porter for still entertaining us with her poetry, even
though she has now moved away. Don’t forget us, Chris!
I hope you enjoyed the Christmas Lights switch on and laser show. Unfortunately,
I missed it this year as I was visiting my daughter. You will have to send us some reports

for the next magazine.

There are some exciting days planned for next year which have been cancelled from
2021, celebrations for the 75th anniversary of WW2 and a celebration for the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee. You can read all about them inside.
We have lots of information to help you keep fit in the magazine also – Swimming, Bowling, Gym
for children, information from the Leisure Centres both here and in Garforth, Dancing as well
as activities organised by the RSPB at Fairburn Ings and a request for volunteers from the
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust who are working on Billy Wood.  Of course, unlike me, you could
always get out there and help Kippax in Bloom! 

No excuses then!  

On a more serious note, I can’t end this Editorial without a mention of the dreaded Covid. It
is not over yet! There are still a great many daily cases even though some of the news outlets
don’t seem to be telling us. Most of us are now vaccinated, but I have a friend and her 96-
year-old mother who have both been infected in spite of being jabbed.  They don’t live locally,
and are doing ok, but I just want to urge you not to take your eye off the ball and to keep up
with some simple precautions such as wearing a mask in shops and on buses, if you are
able, and washing those hands! It really is an easy way to protect yourself and others.

I hope you all have a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous 
and healthy New Year! See you in 2022. 

Val Laycock – Joint Editor
.............................................................................................................................................

Have you got your 2022 Kippax Calendar yet? Only £2.50 and all the photos taken
by local people! Available from: 

Torvill’s, Newsagents, ASK, Olivers, Pat’s Sweets, Buds & Blooms,
Jason’s Hair Salon, Anne Marie, Linzi’s Hair Salon, Post Office, Best One, 

Flintoft’s Butchers
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KIPPAX COMMUNITY CENTRE …Gibson Lane

I sometimes get asked when arriving or leaving the above centre.
“What goes on at this place” 

Well, here is some information to let you know what happens on a regular basis in case you want to
join any of the activities or groups.
Table Tennis League Group ….  Lorraine School of Theatre Dance ….   W.I. ….  Art Group
Baddass Fitness ….  Line Dancing ….  U3A Singing Group   ….  Spanish Language Group  
….  Five Star Sports ….  ([the groups run daytime and evening)

Contact details for any of the above are on our outside notice board if interested take a look.

The Centre has been established since 1982 and is self-supporting with the assistance of a voluntary
committee and the aid of Leeds City Council.

A defibrillator was recently fitted to the building kindly arranged by Kippax Parish Council via Martin
Eyre and this week was used to save a life of a member of the centre. Had it not been available,
things could have turned out differently. We would therefore ask that you kindly respect this lifesav-
ing equipment.  
Thank you

YOUR COMMENTS

THANKS, AND MORE THANKS.
Just a few words to say ‘Thank You so Much’ to all the anonymous volunteers who spend

so much thought, time and effort into providing activities for ALL AGES in Kippax.  There are
Playgroups, Morning, Afternoon or evening Clubs or physical movements, even reading, to keep you
occupied or indeed to feed you, best of all to keep you in touch with other people and have a chat,
grumble or a good laugh. (Can’t beat it can you?)

The other THANKS is to all our Posties who deliver this magazine to your door, they cover every
house and business in Kippax boundary.   As you know, Kippax is expanding somewhat, which
means more deliveries are required.      We need more Posties please.

The deliveries are only FOUR TIMES a year. We try to allocate you an area nearest your home, it
probably takes you ONLY about one hour, you do it in your own time and we do not expect you to go
on any property you are not comfortable with. (OR INDEED WHERE YOU CANNOT OPEN THE
GATE!!)        At present we need a few people to keep as reserves. Male or female, it will help you
feel fit.

Please give me a ring   0113 2866814, or email j2bate@outlook.com    if you can help.
Many thanks from the team.  Joy Bate.  



HELLO FROM YOUR KPC CHAIR 

Christmas is nearly here and I hope you all like this year’s Kippax Christmas Lights, tree
and the new 12 days of Christmas plywood motifs on Leeds Road.
Thanks to Sally Robinson for designing and painting these new motifs on behalf of KPC.

Don’t forget to buy next year’s KPC Kippax calendar, which is available to buy from various
shops on the High Street and also from Kippax Hub (Library) 

The rubbish bins on the High Street were not in the best condition so KPC have purchased 17
new bins and hopefully the existing bins can be refurbished and then placed elsewhere
around the village where additional ones are needed. 

John, our KPC Village caretaker is doing a marvellous job around the village but the weeds grow
faster than he can maintain the ginnels and other areas, so KPC will soon be 
advertising for an additional village caretaker to work 10Hrs per week April until Sept 2022.   

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
Cllr Martin Eyre 

CONTACT KIPPAX PARISH COUNCILLORS  

Parish Council meetings are held monthly. Please see www.kippax-pc.gov.uk
Planning meetings are also held monthly – please check notice boards or the website for
dates.
PARISH CLERK 
clerk@kippax-pc.gov.uk

MAGAZINE EMAIL ADDRESS
magazine@kippax-pc.gov.uk

Disclaimer
PLEASE NOTE that whilst Kippax Parish Council may publish advertising for local busi-
nesses in the magazine, this is not a guarantee of the services provided. Views expressed
in articles and letters are not necessarily those of the Editors and/or Kippax Parish Council.
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ST MARY'S CHURCH KIPPAX

Clergy:  Team Rector: Revd Bob Bailey – 0113 286 9606
Team Vicar: Revd Diane Flynn - 0113 286 4607 *(until 31 January 2022) *.

From our Rector: Ho ho ho! Finally, I don’t have to feel Santa Anxiety Syndrome (SAS) as the
Rectory has a chimney. Last year I was full of dread explaining how Santa could magically
shimmy into our house without one. No glowing fire to welcome him, just darkness and the
gurgle of the combi boiler. Thankfully, even with last year’s restrictions he did come. More
socks. What do you want for Christmas this year? Most vicars would say world peace or
something similar but I am sending my Santa letter with something a bit less ambitious. I
can’t tell you, it’s a secret! Of course, the real message of Christmas is family. Hopefully this
year we will get more than a frantic 24 hours to gather together. Maybe we can even sit
inside. The first Christmas was pretty hectic and outdoor. Jesus wasn’t born in a palace but
with the animals in a feeding trough. When I walk into our beautiful St Mary’s church and
think of the last 941 Christmases (at a modest estimate) celebrated by people from Kippax
in these same walls, generation after generation and I think to myself; ‘what would they
make of our Christmas?’ We can now even track Santa as he travels across the world by
following him on the internet with NORAD! We can send Santa an email. Well, I think there are
plenty of things our ancestors would recognise. Partying, carols, a bit of extra food and time with
those we love. So, I hope you have a good Christmas and amongst all the preparations find
time to remember the coming into the world of a fragile, tiny, joyful baby; God’s extended
family, welcoming all down the generations. A little light in our darkness. Happy Christmas!
Rev Bob

THE CHURCH IS NOW OPEN FOR REGULAR WORSHIP
Said Parish Eucharist: every Sunday at 10.30am. Everyone welcome. 
All-Age Service every first Sunday of the month at 10.30am. Everyone welcome.  
Mid-week Said Eucharist every third Tuesday: details on our website and Facebook page
(St Mary’s Church – Kippax).
“More Steps” every Sunday for children aged 4 - 10 years with activities for young children
in the church hall and then joining the rest in the church during Communion. No need to
book. 
Morning Prayer: Monday to Friday at 9.30am. Everyone welcome.
FIRST STEPS, for children of pre-school age, every Thursday 10.00am-11.15am. Please
contact Elizabeth Thomas on 0113 287 0326 for more details.

Face masks must be worn at all times except to take the communion. Hand sanitizers to
be used on entry to and exit from the church and social distancing must be observed.
Please visit our website for updates.
Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals: Please contact the Rector for more information. 

OTHER SERVICES, EVENTS & ACTIVITIES IN DECEMBER 
Christmas Fair to be held on Saturday 4 December 2021, 10.00 a.m.-2.00 p.m. Various
Stalls, Tombola and Raffle, Café etc.
Christingle Service on Sunday 5.00pm with Kippax Methodist Church.
First Steps Christmas Nativity in the church on Thursday 16 December at 10.00am
and party in the church hall. This is for children of pre-school age and their carers/parents.
Crib Service on Friday 24 December at 4pm in the church. Everyone welcome.
CHRISTMAS DAY EUCHARIST 10.30am. We will be joined by Kippax Methodist Church.
SUNDAY 26 DECEMBER NO SERVICE
Please follow us on our website at stmarykippax.org.uk and Facebook Page St Mary’s
Church – Kippax, for news and updates. 
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HELLO FROM EVERYONE HERE AT KIPPAX COMMUNITY HUB
As we move tentatively towards removal of any remaining restrictions on opening hours and activities,
we have been happily welcoming back customers to the Community Hub. Since the 16th of July we
have been working within our temporary opening hours for customers to access the library and request
face to face meetings with our on-site Customer Service officer. Until recently we have had restricted
access to public computers, these restrictions have now been lifted and we now provide full access to our
public suite of computers. If you would like access to a computer with printing facilities, just call in. From
week commencing 1st November we are moving to our full opening hours (detailed below). As we write
this, we are looking at reintroducing timetabled activities to the Hub including Story and Rhyme Time
as part of the Ready Steady Readers scheme to give children a head start in life. We are also hopeful
that our partner agencies will again be able to provide services from the hub in the near future. We look
forward to you seeing you at the Hub soon.

The toll of the pandemic has hit many families financially and has resulted in many people looking for
work. For those who have been affected by unemployment or who are looking for a change of role
Leeds City Council is continuing to provide employment support via Job Shop. Job shop can assist with
updating or creating a CV, assistance with application forms and interview skills. You can contact the
team by emailing your details to jobshop@leeds.gov.uk or pop in to see us and we’ll be sure to pass
your details on to the team. You can also find out more information about employment, apprenticeships
and vacancies on our website at www.leeds.gov/jobs-skills-and-training. Leeds City Council Job Shops
have recently received additional funding to provide the ‘JobShop Employability Support Programme’
which assists adult (18+yrs) residents of Leeds who are unemployed and need help finding employ-
ment. The Job Shop team can provide one to one, intensive support through face-to-face appointments
with regular email/ phone contact. To find out more speak to a member of staff about being referred or
email  jobshop@leeds.gov.uk to find out more. We also display posters in the hub for any job seekers
events that may be coming up as well as updating our social media pages (twitter: @LCCKippaxhub,
Facebook: @KippaxCommunityHub).

Facilities
Self-serve computers are available to access during opening hours up to 10 minutes before closure.
These are free to use, but a charge of 20p per side applies to printing. Free Wi-Fi is available in the
building and can be used on your own device.
Photocopying is available at 10p for A4 Black and White prints per side, 20p for A4 colour per side.
A lift to all floors.
Accessible toilet with baby change facilities.
Free to use water cooler in the junior section on the ground floor.

Opening Hours (from 01/11/2021)
Monday: 9am – 5pm
Tuesday: 10am – 5pm (for staff meetings)
Wednesday: 9am – 7pm
Thursday: 9am – 5pm
Friday: 9am – 5pm
Saturday: 10am – 4pm

Best wishes from all of us at Kippax Community Hub.
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KIPPAX METHODIST CHURCH
The Methodist Minister for Kippax is: -
Reverend Andrew Checkley              Telephone number 0113 2877669.
Baptisms and Weddings by arrangement with Rev Andrew Checkley.
We are back open and worshiping together but still being aware of COVID restrictions and
suggestions.  Please see below our activities at present but new groups and activities
may start or return in the future.

Sunday 10.30 a.m. Sunday Worship and Acorns (Junior Church)
3.00 p.m.-4.30 p.m. Navigate

Monday 4.30 p.m.-5.30 p.m. Rainbows
5.30 p.m.-6.45 p.m. Brownies

Thursday   10.00 a.m. – 12.00 p.m. N.E.T. Coffee Morning/Advice Event
Please watch out for notices on the Church Notice Board at the bottom of Chapel Lane,
posters in the Church windows or by following us on our Facebook Page - ‘Kippax
Methodist Church’ for details of other activities.
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A PICTURE POSTCARD

Does anybody send picture postcards anymore?                                        
Hackneyed phrases from an overseas, overcrowded shore
Surely social media are now the ways it's done
Instantaneous routes of communicating fun.

A Facebook post, a picture of a table laid with drink and food
A WhatsApp message, grinning faces all completely in the 
mood
Easy ways to stay in touch, to share minutiae, the trite
No shopping trip is needed for the wherewithal to write. 

But social media are by design and nature fleeting
Future generations won't bother to read our tweeting!
Not for them the joy of postcards found in dusty spaces
Recalling styles and pastimes, visits to unfashionable places.

A postcard isn't just a greeting, “Best wishes” or a saucy rhyme
But can, quite literally, be a snapshot of our time
Records set in aspic, tiny social essays
Pictures from the present soon evoking yesterdays.

Chris Porter



KIPPAX DRAMATIC SOCIETY – LATEST NEWS

Hello Everyone

Well, the good news is that after a long period of ‘resting’ we are hopeful that we will be able

to present a Murder Mystery next April!

The not-so-good news is that at the time of writing it is looking as though we may not be

able to use the hall kitchen for preparing hot food, and therefore we will be unable to supply the

customary two course supper. This will of course be reflected in the ticket price which will

now be £8 rather than £12 as it was previously.  The idea is that on this occasion, as well

as bringing your own drinks, you also bring your own food (to be eaten during the two 

intervals).

As we are very keen to ensure that our productions will be as safe as possible for both cast

and audiences, we will be substantially reducing the number of places available on each

night to allow for social distancing. We have, however, extended the run of the production

from three to four nights so as not to disappoint anyone should the uptake of tickets be at

its former level.

It is obvious that it is going to be a somewhat different Murder Mystery Evening, but rest

assured that what will not have changed is our determination to give our audiences the

usual fun, enjoyable evening, with a crime to solve and a touch of magic.

NAME OF PRODUCTION – MURDER AT KYLLEM HALL 

PRODUCTION DATES
WED 20/THU 21/FRI 22/SAT 23 APRIL 2022 at 7.30 in KIPPAX CHURCH HALL

TICKET PRICE: £8

This production is set in the roaring twenties, so please feel free to dress in period.  

We love it when our audiences take the trouble to dress up but of course this is entirely 

voluntary.

For further details or to book a place, please ring 0113 2862834 or 0113 2871693

We look forward to seeing you.
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RSPB - FAIRBURN INGS

Better Birding walks
• New (ish) to birdwatching, and looking to expand your knowledge? Join 
our expert guide Andy for a relaxed, entertaining walk around Fairburn 
Ings - brush up on your birdwatching, and improve your identification 
skills! Sunday 12 December, 8 – 11am. More info and tickets: 
https://events.rspb.org.uk/events/7637

Nature Tots
• Nature Tots is perfect for young explorers aged 2.5 to 5 years old – these 
sessions include outdoor play, storytelling, music and games. They’re 
designed to be as hands-on and sensory as possible, encouraging child-led 
exploration and natural play. The final session of 2021 will be on Monday 
6 December, from 10 – 11.30am. More info and tickets: 
https://events.rspb.org.uk/events/7255

Christmas trails and activities
• Details of this are currently under embargo unfortunately, but will include 
exciting, festive, nature-themed trails and activities throughout the month 
– keep an eye on the website for more 
information: https://events.rspb.org.uk/fairburnings



22



23



24



25

1981-2021 bunting made from old KGPS uniform’s
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HAPPY XMAS AND NEW YEAR FROM THE KIPPAX IN BLOOM
TEAM
As I'm writing this update on our work around our community, we’ve just started our bulb
planting programme for this year by putting in some daffodil and camassia bulbs in our “Bee
Friendly” bed outside Greenfield School. We will continue to plant more daffodil bulbs on
Leeds Rd, Butt Hill and in our planters and beds over the next few weeks.  We've also started
planting winter bedding, pansies and polyanthus slightly later than usual as the mild
September and October weather meant our summer planting has lasted much longer than
usual. The photo below shows some of the Team at the Coal Tub on the corner of Leeds Rd
and Gibson Lane after completion of one of our latest jobs of cutting back all the low hung
tree branches that were causing a nuisance. As the short days of winter are upon us, we
will continue to weed, litter pick and prune and also start planning for 2022. We hope sup-
plies and workmen will be more readily available by then.

We appreciate all the support we get from local residents and businesses, be it donations
or a cuppa as we're working, donations of miscellaneous gardening stuff as from the Co-op
and also the residents who watered our planters and beds over the summer season. Thank
you each and everyone. Thanks also to Kippax Parish Council, all at Woodend Nursery,
LCC Parks and Countryside and Locality teams, The Arium, Mary, Mirelle and James our 3
ward councillors who all continue to support us. Of course, nothing would get done without
our brilliant volunteers so if you would like to join us, please get in touch at 
psamykib@aol.com or tel 0113 2862283 or call into Pats Sweets on the High St. We meet
on Sunday mornings. If you would like to sponsor a flower bed or make a donation please
get in touch. Our webpage is www.kippaxinbloom.com  
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LORRAINE SCHOOL OF THEATRE DANCE
Well, we have been back, up and running with only a few minor hiccups since September
2021 and hoping this will now continue after a stressful and difficult time had by everyone.

Our school is very much a dance family and we all pull together and as so much has
been missed we took the decision to have a Christmas show.   This will be performed on
home turf at Brigshaw High School on Saturday 11th December.    We will present two
performances one at 3pm and one at 6pm.   The title ‘Out of the Darkness’ was selected
from entries sent in by our pupils/parents.  The winner being Vicky Gaitley.    
Proceeds from the show to be donated to charity so come along and help boost the funds.

We will also be performing at Kippax Lights a great event for all the family and our pupils
are super excited to be involved. 
Success has been well deserved in both dance exams/competitions and academic
achievement as we lose some of our seniors who have grown from 3yr old dance tots to
University life.   Time just does not stop.   

HAVE A GREAT CHRISTMAS

INFORMATION FOR ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE
You can use colour or black and white.

A full page is A5 size or you can have a half or quarter page.

The magazine is issued quarterly at the beginning of March, June, September and
December

The deadlines are the 21st of January, April, July and October respectively

PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR PRICES HAVE NOT INCREASED SINCE THE FIRST 
MAGAZINE IN JUNE 2005.

Any enquiries should go to Mrs Joy Bate 0113 2866814 j2bate@outlook.com 
Or to magazine@kippax-pc.gov.uk 

WE ARE ALWAYS HAPPY TO CONSIDER NEW ADVERTISERS
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